


5 June 1837- — 7 Will. IV. 




For the better and more convenient Employment 
of the Poor in Ireland. 



[Note. — The Words printed in Italics are proposed to be inserted in 
the Committee.] 



under an Act of Parliament passed in the first rrenmbie. 
and second years of the reign of His present Majesty, intituled. 

An Act for the Extension and Improvement of Public Works in Ire- 
land,” certain persons are constituted and appointed Commissioners for 
5 the execution of such Act : 

And whereas the public Roads in various parts of Ireland are kept in 
repair by or at the expense of the oivners or occupiers of lands in the 
counties through which such Roads respectively run, upon Present- 
ments made by ihe Grand Juries of such respective counties : 

*P And whereas a Bill is in progress in Parliament for the more eli’ec- 
tual relief of the destitute Poor in Ireland : 

And whereas it would tend to the better and more convenient em- 
ployment of the Poor in Ireland if District Boards were established in 
various parts of that country, and if the Roads were repaired under 
15 the inspection of such Boards, and if other powers were given to such 
Boards ; 

IBCp it tBmfors <lB«actc5, by The KIHG’s most Excellent 
Majesty, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal, and Commonsj in this present Parliament assembled, and 
?o by the Authority of the same, THAT from and after the passing of this Cowiis- 
Act, it shall be lawful for the Commissioners for the time being acting 
in the execution of the said recited Act of the first and second years of 

„ ’’ Districts, 

p79* A the wliicli shall 
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Ike I'cign of His present Majesty, from time to time, by writing under 
the hand of their Secretary, to order that any District in Ireland, with 
or without reference to existing civil or ecclesiastical divisions, as they 
may think fit, shall have a District Board for the purposes of this 
Act, and to fix the number of persons who shall form any such r 
Board: Provided always, That no such Board shall consist of more 
than or less than persons; and it shall also be 

lavvful for the said Commissioners for the time being from time to tinjc 
to abolish any Disti ict Board which may have been formed, and to 
consolidate or more Boards, and to extend the limits of any Dis- -,q 
trict, and make sucir other alterations in any Board as tiie said Com- 
missioners for the tiine being sianl think fit. 

And be it Enacted, That whenever the said Commissioners .shall 
have ordered that any District Board shall he formed in manner afore- 
said, then so many persons as the said Commissioners shall fix on as the 
number to form such Board shall be elected by and from among the 
occupying Rate-payers under the said Bill now in progress to form 
such Board, or any similar Bill hereafter to be passed in lieu thereof, 
the time and place of such first election to be detei'mlncd by the 
order of the said Commissioimrs, by writing under the hand of 20 
their Secretary, and after the original formation of every such Board, 
the members thereof shall be elected annually by and from among such 
Rate-payers in manner hereinafter mentioned : Provided always, That 
at every such annual election, all or any of the then or late members of 
the Board shall be eligible to be re-elected. 25 

And be it Enacted, That every such male Rate- payer within any such 
District as aforesaid, who shall be of full age, shall bo eligible to be a 
member of the Board of Works of such ‘District. 

And be it Enacted, Tlmt every County Surveyor shall by virtue of 
his office be and be considered as a member of every District Board of 3 ^ 
Works which shall be established throughout the county for which he 
shall be qualified to act as Surveyor, in addition to the number of per- 
sons fixed on by the said Commissioners to constitute such Board. 

And be it Enacted, That the annual election of members of every 
District Board shall take place on the first in 35 

the month of in every year, and One of His Majesty’s 

Justices of the Peace for such District, to be from time to time named 
by the said Commissioners, by writing under the hand of their Secre- 
tary, shall attend as well at the first as at every annual election, and 
the voting, as well at the first as at every annua! election, shall com- 40 
mence at iV?«e of the clock in the forenoon, and shall finally close at 
Four of the clock in the afternoon of the same day, and shall be con- 
ducted 
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ducted in mannci' folloning; (that is to say) every Rate-payer in siidi 
District may vote for any number of candidates not exceeding tlie 
number of persons then to be chosen, by delivering to the Justice who 
shall attend such election a voting-paper folded up, which paper shall 
2 contain the Christian names and surnames of the persons for whom 
such lialc-payer votes as lit and proper to be members of such Dis- 
trict Board of Works ; and such Justice, before receiving the voting- 
paper, shall, in a book to be provided for that i)ur[)0sc, enter or cause 
to be entered in writing the name of the voter tendering hia voting- 
10 paper ; and any election licld under this Act may be held in any 
room within the District, except in any church, chapel or other place of 
public religious worship. 

And be it Enacted, Tliat no other inquiry shall be permitted at any 
election to be lield under this Act as to the right of any person to vote, 
15 except that the Justice may ask (if he thinks fit) of any voter at the 
time of his delivering in his voting-paper, but not afterwards, the fol- 
lowing question, and none otlier : 

“ Are you the person whose name appears as a Rate-payer for this 
District of in the Collector’s rate-book ?” 

20 And no person required to answer the said question shall bo permitted 
or qualified to'vote, nor shall his voting-paper be received, until he shall 
have answered the' same in the affirmative; and if any person shall 
wilfully make a false answer to the ({iiestion aforesaid, he shall he 
deemed guilty of a Misdanemo)', and may ho indicted and punished 
25 accordingly at the comity expense. 

And be it Enacted, That the said Justice of the Peace shall examine 
the voting-papers so delivered as aforesaid for the purpose of ascer- 
taining the persons elected ; and .such persons whose names shall 
appear in the greatest number of the voting-papers shall be con- 
30 sidered to have the greatest number of votes, and shall be deemed 
to be elected members of the District Board; and if any such 
voting-papers shall be found to contain a greater number of names 
than are authorized to be elected by such Rate-payers, or shall he 
otherwise contrary to the provisions herein contained, such voting- 
35 papers shall be w’holly rejected ; and in case of an equality in the 
number of votes for any Two or more persons, the Justice shall decide 
and name from amongst the persons for whom the number of votes 
shall be equal so many as shall be necessary to complete the requisite 
number of persons to be chosen. 

40 And be it Enacted, That all the provisions to be contained in the 
said Bill now in progress for the relief of the destitute Poor in Ireland, 
or any similar Bill in lieu thereof, as to the quaUfication and mode of 

379. A voting 
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voting of Rate-payers, simll ap[dy anti extend to tliis Act so far as tlic 
same arc applicable ant! not contrary to the cxprc.ss provisions hereby 
iTiade. 

And be it Enncled, That umil the said Bill now in progress for the 
relict of tlje destitute Poor in Ireland, or any similar Bill in lieu r 
therouf, shall pass into a law, the njemhers of tlie .District Boards 
shall be elected by atid from among the Payors of the County Cess in 
the respective Districts formed under the authority of lliis Act; ami 
all the provisions licrcin contained in reference to the liutc-payers under 
tlie said Bill shall apply to the Payers of the County Cess, so far as tlie 
same raay be applicable. 

And be it Enacted, Tiiat the Justice appointed to attend at every 
such election sliall cause tlie names and places of abode of each and 
every member elected by the Rate-payers, and the number of votes' for 
each respectively, to be published in One or more of the public news- jj 
papers circulating in the District, within Jett Days next after the day of 
election. 

And be it further Enacted, That if any controversy or dispute shall 
arise at any such election, either as to the cjualificution or right of 
voting, or ’eligibiltty of any person clainjing to vote, or ns to the 20 
eligjlbiity of any candidate, such controversy or dispute shall be deter- 
mined by the Justice attending at such election, whose decision shall 
be final. 

And bo it further Enacted, That in case the full number of members 
of any District Board shall not bo duty elected as aforesaid, or 25 
in the event of any vacancy occurring in the members of any such 
Board by death or otherwise, the other or roniaiiiing members of any 
such J^istrict Board shall act until tlie next election or until the 
completion of the Board, as if no such vacancy had occurred and as if 
the number of such Board were complete. 30 

And be it Enacted, That no person elected a member of any such 
District Board by virtue of this Act slmll be capable of acting as 
such (except in administering the declaration hereinafter contained) 
until he shall have made and subscribed before any Xwo or more of 
such members (who are hereby respectively authorized and required 35 
to administer the same to eacli other) a declaration in the words or 
to the elfect following; (that is to say) 

*' I, A. B., do hereby solemnly declare, that I take 

the office of member of the Board of Works for the district of 

and will faithfully, impartially 40 
and honestly fulfil the duties thereof accordii g to the best of 
my judgment and ability/’ ■ • • 

And 
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And be it further Enacted, That the first meetings of all District Mi-etiiigaof 
Boards shall be called by notice to be published by tlie Justice 
attending at such elections as aforesaid in One or more of the public 
newspapers circulating in such District, which notice shall specify the 
time and place of meeting, and if Three members of the District Board 
shall not attend the meeting, then such Justice may, by notice as afore- 
said, call another meeting or meetings from time to time, until Three 
or more members of the District Board shall attend, and when that 
number shall attend, the meeting shall be duly constituted, and all 
meetings of the District Boards, after the first meeting, shall be held at 
such times and places as the members thereof shall from time to time 
think proper ; and the District Boards may Jit their several meetings 
from time to lime, adjourn themselves at and until Such time and times, 
and at the usual or any other place of meeting as they or the major 
part of them shall tliink fit: Provided always, That no adjournment 
shall be made for a longer space of time than One calendar Month next 
after the day of the last meeting. 

16. 

And be it Enacted, That notice of every meeting (except the Notice of 
first) shall be given to the several members by and in the name of the 
Clerk of the District Board, or any other person to bo appointed 
by such Board at any meeting, by sending such notices by post, or 
by the delivery thereof to such respective members, or by leaving the 
same at their respective last known or usual places of abode. 

17. 

And be it Enacted, That at all meetings of the District Boards Tliree Mem- 
Thrce members sball constitute a Board, and shall be competent to 
transact business. Buanl. 



And be.it Enacted, That all orders, acts and proceedings authorized i-iawiraBintas 
35 or required by virtue of this Act to be made, done and taken by tlie acted 
District Boards, and all matters and subjects in discussion, and all 
questions of adjournment and other questions that may come before 
such Boards, shall and may be done and decided by the majority 
of such members of the Board as shall be present at any meeting held 
40 in pursuance of this Act; and at every such meeting a Chairman shall 
be chosen by a majority of the members present from among the 
members so present, who shall not exercise or give any vote unless 
there shall be an equality of votes, and (hen he shall liave a casting vote ; 

379. A 3 and 
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and no order or proceeding at any meeting of the said Board once raado 
or taken shall he revoked or altered at any subsequent meeting, unless 
notice of the intention to propose the revocation or alteration thereof 
shall have been given at a previous meeting. 

And bo it Enacted, That the Clerk to the District Board lor 5 
the time being shall, In some book or books to be provided for that 
purpose, make true and regular entries of the name.s of the nicinber.5 
who shall attend at each of the meetings, and of all their orders and 
proceedings respectively, and the Chairman of such meetings at which 
•such orders or proceedings shall ho from time to time Imd or made ui 
shall sign the same at such meeting, and such entries shall be read as 
the first husiness of the next succeeding meeting ; and every such hook 
shall at all seasonable times be open to the inspection of every Rate- 
payer without fee or reward. 

And belt Enacted, That all matters and things arising under tliis 15 
Act shall be done, transacted and discussed publicly, and not otherwise. 

And be it Enacted, Tliat every person who shall obstruct the pro- 
ceedings of the District Boards when assembled shall forfeit and pay 
any sum not exceeding Five. Pounds for any one offence, to be 
recovered as penalties and forfeitures arc recoverable under this Act. 20 

And be it Eimcled, That it slinll be lawful for the District Board 
from time to time, when and as occasion shall require, wiih the approba- 
tion of the said Board of Worts in Ireland, to noniinate and appoint 
any fit or proper persons to be their Clerk and such other olficers and 
servants as they shall tliink necessary for carrying into execution the 25 
powers and duties vested in such District Board by virtue of tliis Act, 
and shall and may from time to time, as they in their discretion shall 
see lit, discontinue the appointment of sucii officers and servants, and 
shall and may, with such approbation as aforesaid, take such security 
for the due execution of the respective duties of any clerk or other 30 
ollicer or servant as the same Board shall think proper, and shall, 
with such approbation as aforesaid, order to be paid to the said clerk, 
and to every other such officer and servant as aforesaid, such salary or 
allowance as the said District Board shall think reasonable and pioper, 
and that it shall be lawful for such Board from time to time, when and 35 
as often as a vacancy shall happen, by death, resignation, removal or 
otherwise, of the Clerk or other officer or servant, but with such appro- 
bation as aforesaid, to nominate and appoint some other fit and proper 
person in his place or stead. 

And be it Enacted, That the Clerk , of every District Board 40 
shall, in a proper book or books to be provided and kept for that 
purpose, enter or cause to be entered true and regular, accounts of all 

.sums. 
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Slims, o£ money received end expended under the anthority of this 
Act and of the several miiUers and things and the several purposes for 
which the same shall have been expended, all which book or books 
shall at ail times be open to the inspection of any of the members ot 
5 such Board and to the inspection of any Rate-payer without fee; and 
the said books of account and the vouchers sliall be examined and 
audited once in every year, or oftener, by the Board of Works in 
Ireland, as such Hoard shall think fit, and all the accounts, with all 
voucliers and papers relating thereto, shall be submitted to them by the 
to Clerk for the purpose of being so examined and audited. 

24. 

And be it Enacted, That every clerk and other officer and servant cl»k,fe.to 
appointed as aforesaid, shall at such times during the contimiance of c„„ms, md 
his office, or within One calendar Month after the expiration of his j’“y. “ 
office, and in such manner as the District Board shall direct, deliver 
1,5 to such Board, or to such person as they shall authorise for tiiat 
purpose, a true account in writing of all matters and things committed 
to his charge by virtue of tins Act, or by order of tlie same Board, and 
also of all monies which shall have been by hint received by virtue or for 
the purposes of this Act, and how much thereof shall have been paid 
20 and disbursed, and for what purposes, together with proper vouchers 
for .such payments ; and also a list of tlie names of all such persons as 
shall not have paid the monies due from them for the purposes of this 
Act, and of the amount due from each of them ; and every such clerk 
and other officer and servant shall pay all such monies as shall remain 
25 due from him lo the District Board, or to such person as the same 
Board shall authorize to receive the same ; and if any such clerk or 
other officer or servant shall refuse or wilfully neglect to deliver such 
accounts or the vouchers relating to the same, or such list as aforesaid, 
or to make such payment as aforesaid, or shall refuse or wilfidly 
30 neglect to deliver to the District Board, or to sncli person as they shall 
aulltorize, within Tfiree Days after l)eing thereunto required by notice 
ill writing under the hands of any T/me or more of the same Board, to 
he given to or left at the last known place of abode ot such clerk or other 
officer or servant, all books, papers and writings in his custody or power 
35 relating lo the execution of this Act, or to give satisfaction to the District 
Board, or to such other person as aforesaid, respecting; the same, then 
and in such case, upon complaint made on behalf of such Board by 
any member thereof of any such refusal or wilful neglect as aforesaid 
to any Justice of the Peace, such Justice is hereby authorized and 
40 required to issue a warrant under his hand and seal for bringing such 
clerk or other officer or servant before any Tao Justices of the Peace, 
and upon the said clerk or other officer or servant appearing, or upon 
his not being found, it shall be lawful for such Justices to hear and 
determine the matter in a summary way; and if it shall appear to such 
Justices that any monies remain due from siiqh clerk or other officer 
A a Of 
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or scrviint, such Justices may and tliey arc lierehy aiitliorizeil and 
required upon non-payment tlicreof, by warrant under their hands and 
sciils, to cause sucli monies to be levied by distress and sale of the croods 
and chattels of such clerk or other officer or servant, and if snflicient 
goods shah not be found to satisfy the said monies and the charges of 5 
the distress, or if it shall appear to such Justices that such clerk or 
Ollier officer or servant has refused or wilfully neglected to deliver 
such accounts or tlio vouchers rchiting tliereto, or such li,st as aforesaid 
or tliat any books, pnpers or writings iciuling to the execution of this 
Act remain in the liands or in tlic custody nr power of such clerk 10 
or other officer or servant, and that lie has refused or wilfully ue"- 
iected to deliver the. same, or to give satisfaction resjiccting the Siime 
as aforesaid, then and in every such case such .lusticcs shall and they 
are hereby required to commit such offender to the common gaol or 
house of correction for the county in which such offender shall be or ij 
reside, there to remain without bail until he shall have paid such monies 
os aforesaid, or given security for the same to tho satisfaction of the 
District Board, or shall have compounded with the tame Board 
for such monies, and shall liave paid such composition or given 
security for tlio same to H.e satisfaction of sucii Board (which security 20 
and compo,sition tiie same Board are hereby empowered to make 
and leceive), or until he shall have delivered such true account as afore- 
said, together with such vouchers and lists as aforesaid, or until ho 
shall have delivered up sucii books, papers and wriliiigs, or have given 
satisfaction in respect thereof to such Board, or to such other person 23 
as aforesaid, ns the case may be : Provided always, That no person so 
committed shall be detained in prison, for want of sufficient distress 
only, for a longer space of time than Three calendar Months : Pro- 
vided also, That nothing in this Act contained shall prevent or abridge 
any remedy by action or suit against any such dork or otlier officer or 30 
servant so offending as aforesaid, or against any surety for such clerk 
or other officer or servant, but sudi clerk or other officer or servant 
shall not he sued by action or suit, and also proceeded against in a 
summary manner by virtue pf this Act for the same cause. 

And be it Enacted, That the salaries of all officers appointed under 35 
this Act shall be chargeable on and payable out of the rates to be 
levied under this Act. 

And be it Enacted, That the Gommissioners may and they are hereby 
authorized and empowered, as and when they shall think proper, by 
their order, to remove any officer appointed under the provisions of 4d 
this Act, whom they shall deem unfit for or incompetent to discharge 
the duties of any such office, or who shall at-any time refuse or neg- 
lect to obey and carry into effect any of the Ordens of the Gommis- 
pioners, and to require from time to time the persons competent in iliat 

behalf 
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behalf to appoint a fit and proper persoa in his room ; and in case of 
the refusal or neglect of the persons competent to appoint, the Com- 
missioners arc hereby authorized to appoint a fit and proper person in 
the room of the person so removed. 

27. 

r And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for the District Board, Distnct 
5 IJoiirdsmav 

and such Board is hereby authorized to make or cause to be made all muiMtiikc 

necessary reparations and improvements in any Road or Roads now 
or from time to time existing, situate within" any such District; and 
also to undertake and make any new Road or Roads to be presented 
10 by the Grand Jury of the county in which the said District is situate, 
and to perforin any other work of a public nature within or adjoining 
any such District, the execution whereof is likely to afford employment 
for tlie labouring classes residing in such District, and which shall be 
intrusted to them by the said Board of Commissiaiiers of Public 
15 Works in Ireland, or any Commissioners or Trustees acting under the 
authority of any Act of Parliament; and also to do all or any other 
acts, matters and things whatsoever in any manner incidental thereto, 
or in anv manner connected therewith. 

28, 

And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for every County Surveyor, 

20 and for any otlier person or persons employed for tiie purpose by the 
District Board, to survey and measure any line intended or adapted 
for a new Road, or any existing Road or Roads which in the 
opinion of such Boai'd shall require aUeration or improvement, and for 
all or any of the purposes of this Act, to enter on any lands or grounds 
25 whatsoever, am! to do all oilier matters and things necessary in the 
execution of such duty or em[)loymcnt, without being deemed a tres- 
passer or trespassers, and without being liable to any obstruction 
whatever. 

29, 

And be it Enacted, That every County Surveyor shall from tunc to County Sm- 
^0 time report and present to the District Board of which respectively vppoi'tasLa 
lie shall be a member, an account or a statement of all or any repara- “Va'i'l'L 
tions and amendments vvhicli it may be necessary in his opinion to «lil 

make in any existing Road or Roads in any such District. 



And be it Enacted, That the District Boards shall and they 
35 are hereby required, as .soon as convenient, to entertain and con- 
sider the reports, accounts and statements which shall be submitted to 
them respectively by the County Surveyor, and to asceitain and rletci- 
niiiie whether the works and reparations proposed to be done are 
necessary or beneficial; and if it shall bo decided by such Board that 
40 such works and reparations ought to be done, or if the same Board 
shall without any such report deem it expedient to make any such 
works, reparations or improvements as such Board is hereby autho- 
rized to make, then it shall be lawful for the Di,5trict Board to 
3j,g B direct 
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direct the execution and performance of the same respectively, and to 
enter into and make all proper contracts and agreements in relation 
thereto, and to pay the costs and expenses of and attendant on the 
execution and performance of such works, reparations and improve- 
ments out of the monies hereinafter directed and authorized to be levied 5 
and raised. 

And be it Enacted, That in every case where the District Boanl 
shall determine or decide that the works reported or j)resentcd by 
the County Surveyor as proper to be performed are not necessary 
or would not be beneficial to the District, it shall be lawful for the 10 
County Surveyor to submit the Report or Presentment which shall have 
been, so made by him to the Board of Public Works in Ireland for their 
consideration, and if such Board of Public Works shall decide that 
such works are necessary or likely to be beneficial, then the same shall 
■ be and arc hereby required to be done and executed in the same man- 15 
ncr as if the District Board had ilecided that such works should be 
done and executed. 

And be it Enacted, That the District Boards to be established under 
this Act shall be subject to the direction and control of the Board of 
Public Works in Ireland, the Commissioners whereof for the time being 20 
.shall and may from time to time, as they shall see occasion, make and 
issue all .such orders for the government of the said District Boards, 
and for carrying this Act into execution in all respects as they shull 
think proper ; and the said Commissioners may at their discretion from 
time to time suspend, alter or rescind such orders or any of them. 25 

And be it Enacted, That a written or printed copy of every Order 
of the Commissioners shall be sent by the Commissioners, by the post, 
or in such manner as the Commissioners shall think fit, signed by their 
Secretary, addressed to the District Boards, or their Clerk. 

And be it Enacted, That every Clerk of such District Board is hereby 30 
required to preserve and give publicity to such Orders, in such manner 
as the Commissioners shall direct, and also to allow every Rate-payer (or 
his agent, authorized in writing) in every such District to inspect the 
same at all reasonable times, free of any charge for such inspection, and 
to furnish copies of the same, being paid for such copies at the rate of 35 
Three-'pence for every folio of Seventy-two words, and to allow copies 
or extracts thereof to be taken, on being paid for so doing at the rate 
oi Tlu'ee-haljpmce for every folio of words ; and in case 

any such Clerk to the District Board, to whom such Orders or copies 
thereof shall be sent as aforesaid, shall neglect to preserve and give 40 
publicity to the same in the mode prescribed or directed by the Com- 
missioners, or shall refuse such inspection, or to furnish or allow such 
copies thereof to be taken as aforesaid, every person so offending 

shall, 
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shall, for every such oflence, he subject and liable to a penally ' not 
exceeding the suna of Pounds, nor less tbaniibri'j/ Shillings. 

And be it Enacted, That if any such General Rule shall, after the 
same shall have come into operation, be disallowed in manner hcrein- 
5 before inentionerl, or any Order whatever shall bo revoked by the 
Commissioners, then and in every such case the Commissioners shall 
send by the post, or in such manner as they shall think fit, to every 
District Hoard affected thereby, notice of such disallowance or revoca- 
tion ; such notice of disallowance or revocation to be addressed, pre- 
10 served and inspected, and copies thereof furnished or allowed to be 
taken in the same manner, and subject to the same penalties, as are 
hereinbefore mentioned respecting Orders. 

And be it Enacted, That the Grand Juries of counties in Ireland 
shall cominue to make Presentments for new Roads, and levy the 
15 amount of such Presentments on the counties, as they are now by law' 
empowered to do, but all such new Roads shall be made by and under 
the direction of the District Boards wherein the same shall be, and the 
amount presented for such new Roads shall belong to the District 
Boards, and be carried over to the amount thereof by the County 
20 Treasurer as hereinafter provided ; and if any such new Road shall run 
through more than one district, then the Grand Jury shall make separate 
Presentments for each district. 

And be it Enacted, That the repairs of all Roads which now exist, 
and may hereafter be formed, shall be transferred from the Grand Juries 
25 to the District Boards, and that the expenses of keeping such Roads 
in repair shall be levied by means of rates under this Act. 

And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for the District Board, 
for the purposes aforesaid, to borrow and take up at interest, of 
any person or persons willing to advance and lend the same, such sum or 
30 sums of money as shall from lime to time be necessary for defraying the 
expenses of executing the works and purposes proposed to be made and 
effected under the authority of this Act, until the same shall be raised 
by the ways and means hereinafter directed, which sum or sums of 
money so to be borrowed shall be repaid with interest, at such rate, not 
35 exceeding Pounds per centum per annum, as shall be agreed on, to 
the person or persons advancing the same, out of the first monies to 
be raised under or by virtue of this Act ; and it shall be lawful for 
the said District Board to charge, in favour of the person or per- 
sons making such advance, the rates hereinafter directed to be raised, 
with the payment of the sum or sums of money so to be borrowed as 
aforesaid, and such Interest as hereinbefore mentioned. 

379. c And 
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And be it Enacted, Tiuit it shall and may be lawful for each and every 
District Board to apply to the said Coumiissioners appointed for carrying 
into execution tiic purposes of the said Act passed in the first and 
second years of the reign of His present Majesty, for the loan at iiite* 
rest of any sum or sums of money for defraying the expenses of any 5 
such works or improvements proposed to be or in course of being 
made under the authority of this Act ; and it shall and may be lawful 
for such Commissioners to receive any such application which shall be 
so made to them ; and if they shall think proper, and the Commis- 
sioners of His Majesty’s Treasury shall consent thereto, to advance and 10 
lend the snm or sums so applied for at any rate of interest not less 
than Pounds per e'entum per annum upon such terms 

as the parties shall rautually agree upon, and the sad Commissioners 
of the Treasury shall approve of; and upon any such loan as last 
aforesaid, it shall be lawful for the District Board to charge in favour 15 
of the said Commissioners the said rates hereinafter directed to be 
raised, with the payment of the sum or sums so borrowed of the said 
Commissioners as aforesaid, and the interest thereof. 

And be it Enacted, That for the purpose of defraying the expenses 
incurred in the execuliori of this Act, respecting the reparations, 20 
amendments and improvements of the Roads now or from time to time 
existing us aforesaid, the District Board shall from time' to time make 
and levy such rates as may be necessary on or in respect of the lands 
and property within the District ; all u hicb rates shall be levied in like 
manner as the' County Cess is or may be levied, and shall be collected 2.5 
by the Collector of the County Cess, and by him paid to the Treasurer 
of the county in which such rates are levied, and chall be recoverable 
by him in like manner as the County Cess ; and such Collector and 
Treasurer shall have the same allowance or compensation in respect of 
the rates to be levied under this Act ns they ni'e by law entitled to in 30 
respect of the County Cess ; and such Treasurer is to keep a distinct 
and separate account of the monies received by him on account of 
edch District Board, and shall carry over to the account of each such 
Board the amount of monies payable thereto out of the County Cess 
for'making new Roads presented by tlie Grand Jury, and shall pay the 35 
amount in Ids hands 00 account of each such Board, as such . Board 
shall dii-ect, by writing under the hands of any T/n'ee of the members 
thereof, countersigned by the Secretary. 

■ Ami be it Enacted, That the particulars of every rate made under this 
Act shall be eulored in a book, and the District Board, or some person 40 
appointed by such Board, ’shall, before the same is levied, sign the 
same book ; and unless and until such I’ate shall be quashed or 
amended on an appeal against the same, and except, as regards such 
appeal, the said hook shall, after such signature, be evidence of the 

truth 
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li'iitb of every particular contained therein; and after such rale shall 
have been amended on .appeal, the said hook as amended shall be 
evidence of every [jarticular so entered therein. 

And he it Enacted, That before any rate shall be levied under this 
5 Act, the^District Board shall publish in Om or more of the public news- 
papers circulated within the district a notice of the same having been 
made; and thenceforth it shall be lawful for any person or persons 
affected thereby, at all seasonable times, to take copies thereof or 
extracts therefrom, without paying any thing for the same ; and in case 
10 the person or persons having the custody of such rate shall refuse to 
permit or shall not permit such person or persons so aflectcd thereby 
as afoi-esaid to take copies thereof or extracts therefrom, the person or 
persons so refusing or not permitting such copy or extract to he made, 
shall forfeit and pay any sum not exceeding 7 ' 7 'yc Pounds, to be recovered 
15 as penalties and forfeitures are recoverable, under this Act. 

Aud be it Enacted, That no advertisement-inserted by or under the 
ilirection of the District Board in any newspaper for the purpose of 
carrying into elfect any of the provisions -of this Act, nor any mortgage, 
bond or instrument given by way of security, or any contract, agree- 
20 ment, conveyance, demise or assignment, or other instrument made in 
pursuance of this Act, shall be charged or chargeable .with any Stamp 
Duty whatever, , , 

And be it Enacted, That the leaving of any summons, authorized 
to be issued under this Act, at the usual or last known place of abode, 
of • the party to whom such summons sha.ll be directed, shall in every 
case be deemed good and sufficient service of such summons. 

And be it Enacted, That in all cases in which any penalty or for- 
feiture is recoverable before Justices of the Peace under this Act, it 
slmll aud may he lawful for any Justice to whom complaint in writing 
30 shall be made of any such offence, to summon the party complained 
against to appear before any Tim Justices, and on such summons the 
said Two Justices may hear and determine the matter of such com- 
plaint, and, on proof of the offence, convict the offender, and adjudge 
him to pay the penalty or forfeiture incurred, and proceed to recover 
33 the same. 

And bo it Enacted, That all penalties and forfeitures by this. Act 
inflicted or authorized to be imposed for any offence against the same, 
shall, upon proof and conviction of the offences respectively, before any 
Two Justices, either by the confession of the party offending, or by the 
oath of any credible witness or witnesses (which oath such Justices are 
in every case hereby fully authorized to administer), be levied, together 
, '3,79. c 2 with 
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with the co§ts attending the information, summons and conviction, by 
distress nnd sale of the goods and chattels of the ofl’ender, or person 
liable or ordered to pay the same respectively, by warrant under the 
hands of the Justices before whom the party may have been convicted 
or, on proof of such conviction, by a warrant untler the hands of any 5 
Two Justices (which warrant such Justices are hereby empowered and 
required to grant, and the overplus (if any), after such penalties and 
forfeitures, and the charges of such distress and sale are deducted, shall 
be returned, upon demand, unto the ovvncr or owners of such goods and 
chattels j and in case such fines, penalties and forfeitures slmil not lo 
be forthwitli paid upon conviction, then it shall be lawful for such 
Justice.^ as aforesaid to ol der the offender or offenders so convicted 
to be detained and kept in safe custody, until return can be con- 
veniently made to such warrant of distress, unless the offender or 
offenders shall give sufficient security to the satisfaction of such ^5 
Justices as aforesaid for his or their appearance before such Justices 
on such day or days as shall be appointed for the return of such war- 
rant of distress, such day or days not being more than Sevm Days 
from the time of taking any such securit}’, and which security the said 
Justices as aforesaid are hei-eby empowered to take, by way of recog- 20 
nizanceor otherwise; but if upon the return of such warrant it shall 
appear that no sufficient distress can be had thereupon, then it shall be 
lawful for any such Justices as aforesaid, as the case may be, and they 
are hereby authorized and required, by warrant or warrants under 
their hands, to cause such offender or offenders to be committed to the 25 
common gaol or house of correction of the county wfficre the offender 
shall be or reside, there to remain without bail or mainprize for any 
term not exceeding Thveo calendar Months, unless such penalties 
and forfeitures, and all reasonable charges attending the same, shall 
be sooner paid and satisfied ; and the penalties and forfeitures, when 30 
so levied, shall be paid to or for the use of the District where 
such offence shall have been committed, to be applied in aid of the 
rate of such District, and, if such offence shall not be committed 
within any District, shall be paid to the Treasurer of the county in 
which such offence shall have been committed, in aid of the County 35 
Cess. 

And be it Enacted, That no Rate-payer or inhabitant of any Dis- 
trict, or payer of County Cess, shall be deemed an incompetent witness 
in any proceeding for the recovej’y of any penalty or forfeiture 
inflicted or imposed for any offence against this Act, notwithstanding 
such penalty or forfeiture, when recovered, shall be applicable as 
aforesaid. 

And be it Enacted, That where aiiy distress shall be made for any 
sum of money to be levied by virtue of this Act, the distress itself shall 

not 
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not be deemed unlawful, iiov llic porty making the same ^ he deemed 
a trespasser on account of any default or want of form in any pro- 
ceedings relating thereto, nor shall die party distraining be deemed a 
trespasser ab initio on account of any irregularity which shall after- 
wards happen in making the distress, but the person aggrieved by such 
irregularity may recover full satisfaction for the special damage m an 
action on the case: Provided always, That no plaintiff shall recover in 
any action for irregularity, trespass or wrongful proceedings, if tendei 
of sufficient amends shall be made hy or on behalf of tlie party who 
shall have committed or caused to be committed any such irregularity, 
trespass or wrongful proceedings before such action shall have been 
brought; and in case no such lender shall have been made, it shall and 
may be lawful for the defendant in any such action, hy leave of the 
Court where such action shall depend, at any time before issue joined, 
to pav into Court such sum of money as he shall see fit, whereupon 
such proceedings or orders and judgment shall be had, made and given 
in and by such Court as in other actions where the defendant is 
allowed to pay money into Court- 

And be it Enacted, That if any person or persons shall find him- 
,0 self or themselves aggrieved by any order or conviction of any Justice 
or Justices (except where such Justice shall he an Assistant Barrister) 
where such person or persons shall be convicted in any penffity or 
penalties exceeding Five Ponnds, or by any rate made under this Act, 
or sliallhave any material ohjcclion to any person or persons being put 
„ in or left out of such rate, or to the sum charged on any person therein, 
it shall be lawful for such person or persons to appeal to any Sessions 
of the Peace, to be held by or before the Assistant, Barrister m and for 
the county in which such order shall have been made or conviction 
taken place or rate published, witliin Four calendar Months next after 
the cause of complaint shall have arisen, or if such Sessions shall be 
held before the expiration of One calendar Month next a^T such 
cause of complaint, then such appeal shall be made to the next fol ow- 

ing Sessions. 

And be it Enacted, That the Assistant Barrister before whom any 
,, appeal shall be brought is hereby empowered to hear and finally deter- 
® mine the matter of such appeal, and to make such order therein as to 

him shall seem meet, which order shall he final and conclusive upon 

all parties ; and in case of any appeal against any rote as aforesaid, 
to order the name of any person interested or concerned m the event 
40 of such appeal, and having had notice thereof as is herein provided, 
to be inserted in such rate, and to be rated at such sum or sums of 
money, or to order the name of any such person to be struck out o 
such rate, or the sum or sums at which any such person is rated 
therein to be altered, as the said Assistant Barrister shall think right 
r .3 and 

J79- ^ 



dainagft, ljut; 
Diatrusa not 
unlawful for 
want of fomi 
hi the pro- 
ccediiigsi. 



riaintiff not 
to I'ocovor for 
hTogulafity 
ifteuilor of 
ainciida bo 
luaclo. 



49- , 

Appeal to the 
Asaifitant'nav- 
rister a^ainnt 
order of Jufs- 
tices witliln 
Four calendar 
Months after 
Cfuise of eom- 
ploint, &c. 



30 



50 - 

Power to 
dctennixie 
Apipeal or 
amend lUite, 
or to epuash 
the same ard 
order a new 
Rate. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




51 - 

Jf Uato 
tlecrcasecl, 
amount paid 
to "be ic- 
tTU'ncd. 



52 . 

Fourteen 
Days’ notice 
in writing to 
be given, &c. 



S 3 - 

Kate to bo 
payable ond 
levied as if no 
Appeal Iiad 
been made, 



( Ki ) 

and the Assistant Bani'itcr or some proper ufiiccr of ilie court shall 
forthwith add to or alter the rate accnnlinoly : l-’roviclcd always, 'J'hat 
the Assistant Barrister to whom such appeal shall be made sijall not 
examine or inquire into any othej’ cause or ground of appeal than 
such as is stated and specified in the notice of appeal, nor altei- any 5. 
such rate with respect to other persons or matters tiian are mentioned 
and specified in the notice of appeal ; but if upon an appeal from the 
whole of any rate, it shall be found neco,ssary to quash or set aside 
the same, then the said Assistant Barrister sluill quash the same, and 
shall in that case order the District Board to niaktj a new rale, and to 
they, are hereby required to make the same accordingly. 

And belt Enacted, That if upon the Iiearing of any appeal from 
any rate made under this Act, the Assistant Barrister shall order tlie 
name of any person to be struck out of such rate, or tlie sum or sums 
rated on any person to be decreased or lowered, and If it sliall be made j r 
appear to the Assistant Barrister that such poison hath previously to 
the hearing of such appeal paid any sLim or sums of money in conse- 
quence of such rate which he ought not to have been charged with, 
then and in every such case the said Assistant Barrister shall order all 
and every such sum and sums of money to be repaid by the District 20 
Board of Works, together with all reasonable costs, charges and 
expenses occasioned by such person having been required to pay the 
same, to bo recovered as penalties and forfeitures under this Act. 

And be it Enacted and Provided, That the person or persons 
so appealing shall give or cause to be given at least Fourteen Days’ 25 
notice in writing of his or their intention of appealing as aforesaid, 
and of the matter or cause thereof, to the Kespondent or Respondents ; 
and if any person or persons shall appeal against a rate, because 
any other ])erson is rated or omitted therein, or becauso any other 
person is rated therein at any greater or less sum than tlic net annual 30 
value of the hereditaments in respect of which such other person 
shall be rated, or for any other cause that shall require any altera- 
tion to be made in such rates with respect to any other person, then 
and in every such case the person or persons so appealing shall 
give such notice of appeal as aforesaid, not only to the Board of 35. 
the District wherein such rate shall be made, but also to every other 
person interested or concerned in the event of such appeal, and every 
such other person shall, if he shall so desire, be heard upon such 
appeal . 

Provided always, and’ be it Enacted, That notwithstanding any such 40 
appeal or notice thereof, every rate shall be payable and shall be levied 
as if no appeal had been made, until such rate shall be actually quashed 
0/ amended. 

I And 
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And be it Enacted, That within Five Dajs after notice given ot itecngni™ 
appeal, the person or persons appealing shall enter into a recognizance nao. 
before some Justice of the Peace, with sufficient securities conditioned 
to try such appeal, at the then next Sessions of the Peace to be held by 
5 or before the Assistant Barrister as aforesaid, and to abide the order 
of and pay such costs as shall he awarded by such Assistant Barrister. 

55 

And be it Enacted, That sudi Assistant Barrister, upon hearing and 
finally determining the matter of any appeal, shall and may, according 
to his discretion, award such costs to the party appealing or appealed 
10 against as he shall think proper, and his determination in or concerning 
the premises shall be condusivo and binding on all parties to all intents 
and purposes whatsoever. 

.56- 

And be it further Enacted, That no action or suit shall be commenced «1 

against any person for any thing done in pursuance of or under the 
1^ authority of this Act, until Tmity-one Days’ notice has been given 
thereof ill writing to the party or person against svhom such action is in- 
tended to be brought, nor after sufficient satisfaction or tender thereof 
shall have been made to tlio party aggrieved, nor after Three calendar 
Months next after the act coinraitted for which such action or suit shall 
20 be so brought; and every such action shall be brought, laid and tried 
where the cause of action shall have arisen, and not in any other county 
or place, and the defendant in such action or suit may plead the 
General Issue, and give this Act and any special matter in evidence 
at any trial which shall be had thereupon ; and if the mutter or thing GoicraUssuo. 
25 shall appear to have been done under or by virtue of this Act, or if it 
shall appear that sucli action or suit was brought before Twmly-am 
Days’ notice thereof given as aforesaid, or that sufficient satisfaction 
was made or tendered as aforesaid ; or if any action or suit shall not 
be commenced within the time before limited, or shall be laid in any 
30 other county than ns aforesaid, then the Jury shall find a verdict for 
the defendant therein, and if a verdict shall be found for such de- 
fendant, or if the plaintiff in such action or suit shall become nonsuit 
or suffer a discontinuance of such action, or if upon any cletmirrer in 
such action judgment shall he given for the defendant tlicrein, then 
35 and in any of the cases aforesaid, such defendant shall have costs, ttuals. 
charges and expenses as between attorney and client, and shall have 
such remedy for recovering the same as any defendant may have foi 
liis or her costs in any other case by law. 



And be it Enacted, That the words and expressions hereinafter 
40 mentioned, which in their ordinary use have a more confined or difi'erent 
meaning, shah in the construction of this Act, except where the context 
excludes such construction, be interpreted as follows: every word 
importing the singular iimnbcr or the masculine gender only, shall bo 
c 4 understood 
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understood to include and shall he applied to several persons, matters 
or things, as well as one person, matter or thing, and females as well 
as mules respectively ; the word ” Justice,” or “ Justice of the Peace,” 
shall, u'hen any Justice or Justices is or are empowered to do any 
magisterial or judicial act, cither singly or at petty sessions, indneJe and 5 
extend to any Justice of the Peace, or any Magistrate of a county, 
county of a city, or county of a town, or any city or town corporate, 

• or any Assistant Barrister; and in such case any one Stipendiary 
Magistrate or Assistant Barrister shall be and is hereby empowered 
to do any act which any Tn'o or njore Justices of die Peace may 10 
do under this Act, 

58 - 
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